


Focusing at the vision of the 
City as the center of Kapampangan 
culture, the city government 
works hard to preserve the beliefs, 
behavior and customs of the 
Fernandino’s forefathers that 
through the ages, have shaped him 
into what he is today – God-loving, 
family-centered, artists and 
skillful artisans and, particularly, 
culinary experts.

May is fiesta time in San 
Fernando. It is when the City 
Government particularly 
highlights the culture and 
traditions of our people in 
its desire to bring families 
together, reconnect friends and 
reinforce values that make up the 
Fernandino identity.

In a religious country such as 
ours, the fiesta is traditionally 

The festivities lined up for the 
fiesta have been designed to bring 
out enjoyment and merriment 
in the Fernandino spirit. In the 
spotlight are beauty and talent, 
hobbies, sports, and cultural 
legacies that mirror our values 
and preferences as Fernandinos. 

As a segue to Pyestang 
Fernandino, we will celebrate 
our deliverance from the 
catastrophic effects of Mt. 
Pinatubo’s eruption. For 25 years 
since then, Fernandinos have 
struggled against the losses and 
hardships, the uncertainty and 
anguish dealt on them by the 
lahar, floods and displacement 
that ensued.  And the Fernandino 

Whenever one thinks of tradition, it usually means 
something from the past. To modern thinkers, it should 
remain in the past. But in the City of San Fernando, 
traditions must be preserved and kept alive. It is 
tradition that defines Fernandinos as a part of history, 
as what they are today and what they are to become 
as a people. 

The title is this year’s theme for Pyestang Fernandino. Loosely 
translated it means to have fun, to celebrate deliverance and to value 

freedom. What better way to drive home the point that as a people, 
Fernandinos are indeed very blessed.

The 
importance 
of keeping 
traditions

PYESTANG 
FERNANDINO:

“Pyestang pagsayan, pangakabus
pagmasusian at kalayan pakamalan””

the time for thanksgiving and 
celebration for a bountiful harvest.  
Today, Pyestang Fernandino 
has evolved into a display of the 
Fernandino’s love for wholesome 
fun, beauty and talent. Fernandino 
religiosity is evident in his tribute 
to San Fernando’s patron St. 
Ferdinand III of Castille, an 
excellent administrator and just 
ruler who always strove to use his 
power to better his people and his 
nation.

It is thus important to realize 
that behind all the merriment and 
fun, Pyestang Fernandino seeks 
to enrich our people’s sense of 
belonging, taking comfort in the 
fact that we all have one thing in 
common – our being Fernandinos 
and citizens of the City of San 
Fernando.

“Food, in the end, in 
our own tradition, is 
something holy. It’s 
not about nutrients 
and calories. It’s about 
sharing. It’s about 
honesty. It’s about 
identity.”
– Louise Fresco, Dutch scientist 
and expert on sustainability

spirit prevailed and triumphed, 
turning the City into what it is now 
– buzzing, booming and bursting 
at the seams with progress and 
life.

P y e s t a n g F e r n a n d i n o 
also precedes our nation’s 
commemoration of Philippine 
Independence Day that will be 
celebrated the Fernandino way 
- that of doing ordinary things 
extraordinarily. By constantly 
answering the call to excellence, 
Fernandinos will remain faithful 
to the cause of freedom that our 
forefathers died for, that treasure 
for which we continue to work 
together to be free from ignorance, 
poverty and injustice.
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